Frank Hobbs Elementary School

3875 Haro Road, Victoria, B.C. V8N 4A6
Telephone: (250) 477-1804

Fax/Callback: (250) 477-3392
Email:frankhobbs@sd61.be.ca

Website: http://www.sd61.be.ca/school/frankhobbs/

Thomas Thompson, Principal Ramy Gerber, Vice Principal
Kealy Hansen, Administrative Assistant
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Hello and Happy February! This month we celebrate inclusion and kindness with Pink Shirt Day,

love and friendship with Valentines’s Day, and togetherness with Family Day... what a wonderful
month! Here at Frank Hobbs, this is what we have to look forward to .....

2024-2025 Frank Hobbs School Bell Schedule:

e Start time: 8:45 am

e Morning Recess: 10:15-10:30

e Lunch: 11:50-12:15 (eating time) 12:15-12:35 (outside recess)

e Dismissal: 2:37 pm

e Attendance is 250-477-1804 (press 1) or FHAttendance@sd61.bc.ca (late or absent)
Please remember to use your child’s first and last name and classroom teacher

Reminder:
Professional Development Day is Friday, February 14t and Family Day is Monday, February 17th,
there will be no school for students on those days.

Pink Shirt Day:

Pink Shirt Day is the day we bring more awareness to the issue of bullying in our

schools and workplaces. We do this to discuss ways to be kind to one another, and to actively
create a more inclusive environment for everyone. We encourage everyone to wear pink on
Wednesday February 26th. We strive to create a welcoming and inclusive school where everyone
feels valued. Everyday of the year, we embrace opportunities to teach and model these values,
helping our community to grow stronger together.

Parking Safety at Frank Hobbs:

As the colder and wetter days continue, we typically see an increase in vehicle traffic around the
school. We appreciate your efforts to help keep our children safe by reducing the number of
vehicles whenever possible.

Frank Hobbs Elementary was designed with the vision of children walking or biking to their
neighborhood school. Instead of driving up Haro Road to drop your child off directly in front of the
school, please consider using one of the designated walk-to-school drop-off locations. Each of
these alternate drop-off points is less than a five-minute walk to the school. Not only does this
encourage a bit of physical activity, but research also shows that even a short walk supports better
learning and mental health. An easy drop-off option is along Hobbs Street, where you can use the
pathway, or further down Haro Road.
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STUDENT SAFETY is our top priority. It is crucial to obey the NO PARKING signs, this includes Staff
Parking Spots, as parking space is extremely limited and in high demand during peak times. Many
of our students walk, bike, or scooter to school, and some are small and unpredictable in their
movements. We’ve had a few close calls between vehicles and students, and your cooperation in
using designated drop-off zones and walking to school can help prevent accidents.

To support families in adopting these changes, we have a crossing attendant stationed at the Haro
Road crosswalk before and after school to ensure safe arrivals and departures. Additionally, we're
thrilled to have our enthusiastic Bike Chain Crew, who ride together every Friday. You can connect
with them at frankhobbs@bikebus.ca if you’d like to join!

We’d also like to thank pet owners who are mindful of our school community by staying with their
furry friends on the perimeter of the front courtyard during morning drop-offs and afternoon pick-
ups. Your cooperation ensures that students and teachers can meet and greet comfortably.

At Frank Hobbs Elementary, we are committed to being a good community member and
appreciate the efforts each family makes to ensure safe and effective travel to and from school.
Thank you for helping us create a safe, positive environment for everyone.

New Student Art Display Wall:

We have a new student art display wall across from the office, highlighting our amazing student’s
artwork throughout the year. We currently have a Lunar New Year display from students in
Division 1 and 2. Check it out next time you’re in the school!

School Bus/Field Trip Reminder:
Bus Etiquette

Library News:

We've recently had several books borrowed from the Frank Hobbs library returned to local Public
Libraries by mistake. Please, make sure that library books borrowed from our school are returned
to our school — on time, and in good condition for the next student to enjoy. Thanks!

Raven:

Students are learning about the ways of knowing and doing of Raven. Raven brings light to the
world. This animal is curious, shares knowledge, is a helper and can transform. Students have an
opportunity to participate in lessons about Raven and share their light with the school.

We also had the chance to watch how Raven stole the sun in January, and we thank the PAC for
their support with this presentation.

We Appreciate our PAC:

Thank you to our PAC for all the support this year. A special thank you to our executive, including
President, Danielle McQueen, Vice President, Lindsay Coulter, and to Elaine Flores (and the parent
volunteers) for organizing and distributing the hot lunch fundraisers.

Also thank you to the PAC team of volunteers who did the ordering and distribution of our Grade 5
Hoodies, and for organizing the PAC Movie Night and the recent bottle drive. Again, a BIG thanks
to Loukia Hernes and Aliya Konorova for washing and repairing all our school jerseys! We love our
amazing Frank Hobbs PAC — thank-you for all you do to support our school!!

Health and Safety:

We have observed a rise in respiratory illness in recent weeks. Please continue to encourage
handwashing and keeping students home when sick. Thank you for helping to keep our community
healthy.
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Gordon Head Fastball Club:

Join Spring Softball! Youth ages 5-17

Interested in seeing your child build physical, social and emotional skills?

Learn to play softball in a fun and inclusive team environment at Majestic Park in Gordon Head.
Visit www.gordonheadfastball.ca for more information and registration.
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School Cash Payments Online:
If you need to make a student payment for a class activity, please go to our Frank Hobbs School
Website under Quick Links! Thank you so much.

Important Upcoming Dates:

e February 7t": PAC Calzone Day

e February 10t™-13t: K-12 Transfer Week

e February 13%": Pink or Red Day

e February 14™: Professional Development Day — no school for students
e February 17™: Family Day Stat holiday

e February 25™: Pink Shirt Assembly

e February 26™: Pink Shirt Day

e February 28™: PAC Subway Day

e March 7t: PAC Pizza Day

e March 14t PAC Popcorn Day and last day of classes before Spring Break
e March 17™- March 28" : Spring Break

e March 31%: School Reopens

e April 4: PAC Sushi Day

e April 11t": PAC Popcorn Day

o April 18 and April 21: Good Friday and Easter Monday Stat Holidays

e April 25": PAC Pizza Day

We hope you all enjoy some special time with your families, and have a love’ly
month -

Thomas Thompson, Principal ~ Ramy Gerber, Vice Principal
Kealy Hansen, Administrative Assistant and Kelsey Shaver, Sec. Clerk
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