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December School P etosletter

December is upon us, bringing not only the winter solstice and frosty mornings,
but also many varied and wonderful seasonal celebrations to enjoy!
Read on to see how we’re lighting up December here at Frank Hobbs ...

2023-2024 Frank Hobbs School Bell Schedule:

e Starttime 8:45am

e Recess: 10:15-10:30

e Lunch: 11:50-12:10 (eating) 12:10-12:35 (recess time)
e Dismissal: 2:37 pm

e Attendance is 250-477-1804 (press 1) or FHAttendance@sd61.bc.ca

Please remember to use your child’s first and last name.

Winter Break:
Our last full day of classes is Friday December 22", School re-opens on Monday January 8th.

Welcome To Our New Staff:
We are pleased to welcome Lily Tsui, Educational Assistant, and Barbara Eide, Strings teacher.

Report Cards:
Report cards will be made available to parents online, on December 22". More information on this wil

be sent home shortly. Access to your child’s report card will be through the Parent Connect link. Please
ensure you are signed up to have access prior to December 22nd. If you are unable to create an
account, please contact the school.

Parent Connect Link

Absences and Late Arrivals:
When your child is absent, sick or will be late, please remember to email or call the attendance
line no later than 8:30am and please provide the FIRST and LAST name of your child.

Also, please remind your child to sign in or out at the office when they arrive late or are leaving
early to avoid the automated call-out. We try very hard to not distrupt classes with calls to confirm
attendance, so please ensure your student (or you) sign them in. You can bookmark the link below
for added convenience, thanks.

FHAttendance@sd61.bc.ca

Contacting Staff

If you are looking to reach your child’s teacher, please note that we only pass along important
information to students and teachers during the school day to minimize classroom interuptions.
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Please organize afterschool activities and alternate pick up’s prior to school starting. Our
classroom phones do not take voice messages, but you are free to email teachers at any time.

All staff emails are on our school website under Staff Info, however staff do not normally check
their emails while teaching so emailing prior to the day is preferable.

Thank-you for your understanding; we place great importance on not disturbing the learning going
on in classrooms during the school day.

School Grounds Restoration:

The Frank Hobbs staff and students are working on restoring the land on which Frank Hobbs
school is located. We have worked with some Indigenous Leaders in the district to devise a plan to
help the trees and foliage on our property. At the beginning of this school year, staff made
commitments to the land, and we are embarking on several initiatives to support the growth of
our trees and plants. We have brought mulch to cover our trees' root systems to protect them
from feet, bikes, and strollers. We have some classes planting on the property, focusing on sister
plants, such as ferns supporting our cedar trees and Camas supporting our oak trees. Students are
counting mushrooms on the property and using the land as inspiration for story and poem

writing. We are excited to see the students enjoy the learning and restoration of the land.

Mustard Seed Food Drive:

From December 15t to December 15th, Frank Hobbs classes will be collecting non-perishable items
for the Mustard Seed Food Bank. One in three of the recipients of the food bank are children, and
there has been a 78% increase in visits since 2019.

The Food Bank is currently looking for the following items.

e Sources of protein like peanut butter, canned fish (eg. Tuna) and canned meats (eg.
Chicken, beef)

e Healthy nonperishables (e.g., cereal, beans, pasta, canned vegetables and fruit)

e Female hygiene Products

e Toothpaste

e Toilet Paper

Students can bring the items to school and we will have boxes in each classroom to collect
donations.

You can also make a cash donation to the food bank at the link below.

https://give-can.keela.co/embed/XkhbQxbHuRBNFew9u

Thank you for your support!
Library News:

Ms. Ruck would like to say a huge thank you to those who showed their support during the
Scholastic Book Fair. We exceeded our goal and Ms. Ruck has already used most of the funds
earned to purchase over 100 new books for the library! A special thank you to those who
volunteered their time.

As we near winter break, Ms. Ruck would like to remind everyone to please search for any lost
library books. If you are needing a receipt to pay for a lost book, please email

Ms. Ruck (mruck@sd61.bc.ca) and she will send one home with your child. Library books should be
stored in a safe, clean area at home so they are retuned to school in good condition.

And just a friendly reminder to please return your books on time. Ms. Ruck says thanks!

Kindergarten Registration Week:

A reminder that Kindergarten Registration Week is January 29 to February 2", 2024.

All registration is online. Kindergarten registration will open at 8 a.m. on Monday, January 29th.
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To register a student in Kindergarten, a parent or legal guardian must provide school-age
eligibility(children must reach five years of age by December 31st of the school year to be eligible
for enrolment), proof of Canadian citizenship, and proof of residential address. This information
must be provided during online registration.

Additional information on Kindergarten Registration can be found at:

https://www.sd61.bc.ca/registration/kindergarten-registration/

Late French Immersion Registration Week:

Any student entering Grade 6 can enroll in Late French Immersion in the Greater Victoria School
District. Late French Immersion is offered at four dual-track middle schools. No prior knowledge of
French is expected or required.

Transportation is the responsibility of parents. Our Late French Immersion page provides more
information about the program.

Registration for Late French Immersion occurs online from January 29 —February 2 2024. Families
who register during registration week will have priority for placement.

Parent Anxiety Zoom Presentation

Arbutus Global Middle School is hosting the presentation Childhood Anxiety: Empowering Strategies &
Effective Supports by Julie-Anne Richards, MA, RCC, CCC, by ZOOM on Tuesday, December 5, from 6:30-
8:00 pm. There are spots available for parents and educators from Frank Hobbs Elementary to join us!!

Anxiety Presentation Information

Winter Art or Student Displays
We try to display samples of our student’s amazing art work on our school website throughout the
year, please remember to check it out at https://frankhobbs.sd61.bc.ca/

Frank Hobbs is a Community of Caring and Kindness!

We understand that the Holidays can be stressful for many families who face financial struggles.
We here at Frank Hobbs want to do whatever we can to help support those families, to decrease
the stresses surrounding gift giving and family meals, to help make the holidays extra special.

If you are a family that is fortunate enough to be in a position to support those in need with a
financial donation, please contact Ingrid Fawcett ifawcett@sd61.bc.ca, Sonnie Marsh
smarsh@sd61.bc.ca, or Kealy Wilkinson Hansen kewilkinson@sd61.bc.ca by Dec. 8%/2023

Thank you so much - your kindness and generosity is most appreciated.

Playground and Parking Safety - Important Information Items

e Please talk with your children about playground safety. Keep sticks, pinecones and acorns
on the ground, and do not pick any mushrooms or approach any birds or animals.

e Please be considerate and park legally on the street. Our Supervisors are here to focus on
student safety. Please do not approach them to solve parking issues. The parking lot is for
Staff only. Consider parking at Maynard Park and walking up the short path that leads to
our school.

e We ask you you to keep dogs on a leash while on school grounds, and please pick up after
them and dispose of the bags in one of our trash recepticles.

e There is no before or after school supervision; we encourage children to go directly home
after school.

Health and Safety:

As the weather gets colder, we continue to appreciate you performing a daily health check with
your child. The process is very important as it helps to keep us all — staff and students - healthy,
and helps to stop the spread of Covid 19, colds and the flu.

Keeping our School Healthy

Communicable Disease Update

And remember, our Frank Hobbs School Website has links to our Daily Health Checks for Parents,
updated District Health and Safety Information, Parent Connect, School Cash Online, the School
Calendar, student artwork, staff contact information, and much more!
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Lost and Found:

The Lost and Found is full! Jackets, pants, sweaters, shirts, water bottles, thermoses, masks, hats
... You name it, we've got it! The Lost and Found will be displayed in the school entryway during
the first two weeks of December. Please come take a look.

Any items remaining in the Lost and Found on Friday December 22" will be donated to charity.

Weather and Qutside Time:

With the stormy, cold and wet weather moving in, our school playgrounds are getting muddier -
please send your child(ren) to school with INDOOR SHOES so we can keep our classes and hallways
clean.

Some classrooms may opt to have their windows open to assist in ventilation, so an additional sweater
or sweatshirt is encouraged. And remember to dress your kids for the changing weather - we go
outside rain, shine or.. snow!

Important Upcoming Dates:

e December 1%: PAC Popcorn Day (last day to order was Nov 13) and Movie Night
e December 22": PAC Pizza Day (last day to order was Nov 13)

e December 22": The last day of classes before the Winter Break, report cards available
e January 8th: First Day Back from Winter Break

e January 12t": Pac Romeo Pasta Day (last day to order was Dec 22)

e January 25™: PAC Popcorn Day (last day to order was Dec 22)

e January 29- Feb 2nd: Late Immersion French Registration Week

e January 26™: Professional Development Day — no school for students

e January 29" — February 2": Kindergarten Registration Week

e February 9™: PAC Calzone Day (last day to order was January 19)

e February 16™: Professional Development Day — no school for students

e February 19%: Family Day Stat holiday

e February 23™: PAC Subway Day (last day to order was January 19)

1000x5

Every week 1000X5 Children’s Book Recycling Project donates 600 of your books.

The 3 Books = 1 Gift Challenge Continued:

Join the hundreds of families who have taken the three book challenge. As we head into the
holiday season, many families appreciate a bit of help with gifts. And what can be a better gift
than a bag of 3 books for babies and toddlers? Every month 1000X5 pops 2400 books in 800 gift
bags. In the last three weeks, hundreds of books have arrived for the weekly Wednesday sorting
by 10 dedicated volunteers.

Drop off your books for babies and preschoolers in the entryway bench seat by the front door to
the school.

From all of us here at Frank Hobbs, we wish you all a winter break that is merry and bright!

Ingrid Fawcett, Principal ~ Ramy Gerber, Vice Principal
Kealy Hansen, Administrative Assistant




And now....

Frank Hobbs PAC News...

FRANK HOBBg

ELEMENTARY

December PAC newsletter

HOT LUNCH INFORMATION

Last day to order for December hot lunches was November 15 by 3pm. Late orders can not be
accepted. If you have not paid for your orders by this date your orders will unfortunately be
removed from your account.

January hot lunch order deadline is December 22 by 3pm.

December 1 popcorn day
December 22 pizza day
January 12 Romeos pasta

January 25 popcorn day

We need volunteers like you!

Can you help organize and deliver food to classes on hot lunch day, and or fruit and veggie day?
Click the VOLUNTEER box under the order date when you place your lunch order.

Volunteers are contacted a few days prior with details. We need 10+ parents to help sort and deliver
food from 11:30 am-12:15pm. Fruit and Veggies times are 8am-10am. Please sign up for one or
more throughout the year!

EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT PLANNING TO PLACE LUNCH ORDER THIS YEAR PLEASE
CREATE AN ACCOUNT FOR YOUR CHILD.




The PAC uses this platform for important dates and information such as fun activities we put on and
fundraising activities. Please follow the link below to set your
account.https://frankhobbs.hotlunches.net/admin/

FRANK HOBBS MOVIE NIGHT DEC 1st

See you at our PAC-led family movie night THIS Friday, December 1st!

What: Super Mario Bros. Movie (2023 version)
When: Friday, Dec. 1, 2023, 6pm — 8pm
Where: Frank Hobbs Gym

Cost: Suggested donation $5/family for entry
Food:
- $4/slice pizza first come, first served (note we may run out).
- Popcorn provided free of charge to all children.
- Please bring water bottles. We will not sell beverages.
Parents are required to be in attendance with their children for the duration of the event.

**Wear PJ’s and bring a blanket or sleeping bag**

Please bring a non-perishable food item for donation to a holiday hamper.

Save-the-date: Dec. 21st Winter Solstice celebration 6-7:30 pm at Frank Hobbs Elementary School. See
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Winter
Gelglice

21 December, 2023

Hot Apple Cider | Labyrinth Walk |
Night Sky Viewing | Owl Prowl | Singing

6-7:30 pm
Frank Hobbs Elementary School
basketball court area

Bring your own mug!

Parents must

k supervise their kiddos.

Lindsay Coulter

Educator, writer, soul activist, mentor, culture mayor, facilitator, naturalist, equine facilitated wellness
student, gardenerCo-founder of EPIC Learning Centre Program Coordinator for Victoria Nature

School Contributor for Island Parent Magazine @SaneAction IG
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